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Believing What the Lord Says 
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PRELUDE.  Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending Robert Powell 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
HYMN Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB #336(1-4) 
 
1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, 
Once for ev'ry sinner slain; 
Thousand thousand saints aLending 
Swell the triumph of His train; 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 
2 Ev'ry eye shall now behold Him 
Robed in glorious majesty; 
Those who set at naught and sold Him, 
Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
Shall their true Messiah see. 
 
3 Those dear tokens of His passion 
SUll His dazzling body bears, 
Cause of endless exultaUon 
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To His ransomed worshipers. 
With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture 
Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, 
High on Thine eternal throne; 
Savior, take the pow'r and glory, 
Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 
 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Silence for reflec,on on God's Word 
and for self-examina,on. 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have leM undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 



name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
INTROIT: (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY) 
1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; an,phon: Luke 1:46b–47 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
My mouth derides my enemies, 
because I rejoice in your salvaYon. 
There is none holy like the Lord; 
there is none besides you; there is no rock like our God. 
The barren has borne seven, 
but she who has many children is forlorn. 
The Lord kills and brings to life; 
he brings down to Sheol and raises up. 
The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
he brings low and he exalts. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
My soul magnifies the Lord, 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior. 
 
KYRIE (Sung) 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvaUon 
let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 



P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. Eternal God, merciful Father, You have appointed Your 
Son as judge of the living and the dead. Enable us to wait for the day of 
His return with our eyes fixed on the kingdom prepared for Your own 
from the foundaUon of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING: MICAH 5:2–5A (NLT) 
2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small village among all 
the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel, whose origins are in the 
distant past, will come from you on my behalf. 3 The people of Israel 
will be abandoned to their enemies unUl the woman in labor gives 
birth. Then at last his fellow countrymen will return from exile to their 
own land. 4 And he will stand to lead his flock with the Lord’s strength, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. Then his people will live 
there undisturbed, for he will be highly honored around the world. 5 
And he will be the source of peace. When the Assyrians invade our land 
and break through our defenses, we will appoint seven rulers to watch 
over us, eight princes to lead us. 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE READING: HEBREWS 10:5–10 (NLT) 
5 That is why, when Christ came into the world, he said to God, “You did 



not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings. But you have given me a 
body to offer. 6 You were not pleased with burnt offerings or other 
offerings for sin. 7 Then I said, ‘Look, I have come to do your will, O 
God— as is wriLen about me in the Scriptures.’” 8 First, Christ said, 
“You did not want animal sacrifices or sin offerings or burnt offerings or 
other offerings for sin, nor were you pleased with them” (though they 
are required by the law of Moses). 9 Then he said, “Look, I have come 
to do your will.” He cancels the first covenant in order to put the second 
into effect. 10 For God’s will was for us to be made holy by the sacrifice 
of the body of Jesus Christ, once for all Ume. 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM 
The First Nowell (TradiYonal, arr. Philip Sparke) 
JusYn Sherman, Euphonium 
Heather Sherman, Piano 
Alleluia and Verse (Sung) p 156 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: LUKE 1:39-56 (NLT) 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 1st chapter. 
C: Glory to You, O Lord. 
39 A few days later Mary hurried to the hill country of Judea, to the 
town 40 where Zechariah lived. She entered the house and greeted 
Elizabeth. 41 At the sound of Mary’s greeUng, Elizabeth’s child leaped 
within her, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 Elizabeth 
gave a glad cry and exclaimed to Mary, “God has blessed you above all 
women, and your child is blessed. 43 Why am I so honored, that the 
mother of my Lord should visit me? 44 When I heard your greeUng, the 
baby in my womb jumped for joy. 



45 You are blessed because you believed that the Lord would do what 
he said.” The Magnificat: Mary’s Song of Praise 46 Mary responded, 
“Oh, how my soul praises the Lord. 47 How my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior! 48 For he took noUce of his lowly servant girl, and from now on 
all generaUons will call me blessed. 49 For the Mighty One is holy, and 
he has done great things for me. 50 He shows mercy from generaUon to 
generaUon to all who fear him. 51 His mighty arm has done tremendous 
things! He has scaLered the proud and haughty ones. 52 He has 
brought down princes from their thrones and exalted the humble. 53 
He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away with 
empty hands. 54 He has helped his servant Israel and remembered to 
be merciful. 55 For he made this promise to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and his children forever.” 56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three 
months and then went back to her own home. 
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Maf Fischer, Dir. Family Life Ministries 
 
HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Bloooming LSB #359 (1-4) 
 
1 Lo, how a rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As prophets long have sung, 
It came, a flow'ret bright, 
Amid the cold of winter, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
2 Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 



To show God's love aright, 
She bore to us a Savior, 
When half-spent was the night. 
 
3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness ev'rywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death he saves us 
And lightens ev'ry load. 
 
4 O Savior, child of Mary, 
Who felt our human woe; 
O Savior, King of glory, 
Who dost our weakness know: 
Bring us at length we pray 
To the bright courts of heaven, 
And to the endless day. 
 
 
SERMON  
Believing What the Lord Says 
Pastor Lane Reuter, Sr. Pastor 
Luke 1:39-56 NLT 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED (ALL) BACK COVER OF LSB 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our 



daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptaYon, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 
give you His peace. 
C Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN “The Nigh Will Soon Be Ending LSB #337 (1-5) 
 
 
POSTLUDE 
Vom Himmel hoch, da komm’ ich her (LSB 358, 385) Johann Pachelbel 
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You are Invited 
Christmas Eve Services with Holy Communion and candlelight 
2pm TradiUonal 
4pm Contemporary 
7pm TradiUonal 
Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion @ 10:30am 
If you are interested in learning more about Our Savior Lutheran Church 
and/or membership, please feel free to contact Pastor Lane Reuter at 
pastorlane@oslcnashville.org or Pastor Mark Bushuiakovish at 
pastormark@oslcnashville.org 
For the Academy Director: amywaltz@oslanashville 
GO IN THE PEACE OF CHRIST! 


